Creative Research Assignments: It Doesn’t Always Have to be a Paper by Moore, Susan N
Georgia Southern University 
Digital Commons@Georgia Southern 
Georgia International Conference on 
Information Literacy 2020 Conference Archive 
Feb 21st, 10:00 AM - 11:15 AM 
Creative Research Assignments: It Doesn’t Always Have to be a 
Paper 
Susan N. Moore 
Spartanburg Community College, moores@sccsc.edu 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/gaintlit 
 Part of the Curriculum and Instruction Commons, and the Information Literacy Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Moore, Susan N., "Creative Research Assignments: It Doesn’t Always Have to be a Paper" (2020). Georgia 
International Conference on Information Literacy. 28. 
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/gaintlit/2020/2020/28 
This presentation (open access) is brought to you for free and open access by the Conferences & Events at Digital 
Commons@Georgia Southern. It has been accepted for inclusion in Georgia International Conference on 
Information Literacy by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons@Georgia Southern. For more information, 
please contact digitalcommons@georgiasouthern.edu. 
Creative Research Assignments:
It doesn’t always have to be a paper
Georgia International Conference on Information Literacy
February 21-22, 2020
Ellen Long, Limestone College (emoore@limestone.edu)
Susan Moore, Spartanburg Community College (moores@sccsc.edu)
"Most students lack a seminal understanding 
about what conducting research means as a 
form of intellectual inquiry and discovery.” 
(Head & Eisenberg, 2010)
http://www.projectinfolit.org/uploads/2/7/5/4/27541717/pil_handout_study_finalvjuly_2010.pdf
Instructors tend to rely on written assignments 
and exams when faced with large classes, 
student expectations, or traditional assessment 
models 
(Duenkel 112; Grohman 108; Stoerger 7). 
Various scholars contend that creative 
assignments can enforce necessary skills for 
the workplace 
(Duenkel; Grohman; Huff; Stoerger).
OBJECTIVE(s)ASSESSMENTINSTRUCTIONS

Scaffolding
• Offers low-stakes opportunities
• Time for practice
• Helps synthesize new skills with old
Scaffolding
Cake vs. Ingredients
Reframing assignment design: Viewing 
assignment design as a journey can help 
students achieve success.
Creative Research Assignments
• Combine, curate, or interact with course materials and information in original ways
• Develop skills that compliment workforce needs
• Consider whether a creative assignment accomplishes your learning 
goals better than a traditional assignment
• Require students to cite faithfully and appropriately, which may include submitting 
a bibliography for a digital assignment.
• Share your discipline’s debates on originality and source use with your students.
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Poster Presentations
Infographics
Infographic Charts
Job Aids
Interactive PowerPoint
Concept Maps
Concept Maps
Timelines
Several tools can help you create timelines, like:
• PowerPoint 
• Google Drawings: It’s part of Google Drive. You can save your product as an image file. The above infographic was 
created with with Google Drawings.
• Sutori: Sutori lets students create and share visual stories collaboratively. Free for Essentials plan. 
Web Quests
Podcasts
Students explore writing and creating multimedia.
Students might do: 
• original research, 
• conduct interviews, and then 
• prepare a script, 
• record and edit a short ten minute program.
Podcasts work well in classes where students are progressing through 
original research or exploring a topic through a semester, using a 
podcast episode every few weeks to distill and analyze what they are 
learning.
Video or Documentary 
• Videos can be standalone or 
used to compliment other 
assignments
• Task students with presenting 
their research in the style of a 
documentary 
Campus Culture Analysis
• Consult a variety of sources
• Campus monuments
• Campus exhibits
• Written/recorded history
• Oral history 
• Identify what is missing
• Fill in the gap 
• Make a movie
• Design an app
• Art (drawing, painting, assembling, collage, etc.)
• Creative writing (Burn Books)
• Performance
Additional Assignment examples:
What ideas would you 
like to share?
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